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Notes from the Principal’s desk:
Dear Lancaster High School Families,
It is the time of year for New Year’s resolutions and many of us take a moment to reflect, review
progress, and manage our own plans for the future.  We do the same in education as we set
goals and do what we can to help students progress towards their academic success.  Our
faculty continues to push through limitations, go above and beyond every day, and do so with
compassion.  Our administrative team is so very thankful for these great professionals and we
are here because of their commitment to our students.

As I look back, we have had the pleasure of hosting multiple school districts for visits over the
last few months.  The stories of student empowerment, unique educational experiences, and
creativity within the classroom transcend beyond this community.  Recently, I had listened to our
student leaders talk about the Student Union.  Our visitor said, “Help us bring this to our school,
how can we do this?”. It is truly hard to describe, but at that moment, I paused and watched our
advisor and students hand over a playbook.  Years of knowledge, information, and experience
all in a conversation.  They did this because they genuinely cared about the successes of
students in the region and our visitors asked because they knew we could provide great
consultation.  I banked this moment in my mind as a positive memory.  Something to reflect on
when I need a boost.

A short time later I had the pleasure of listening to our teacher leaders talk with local
professionals about cooperative learning and how during a pandemic they are utilizing methods
to increase student engagement.  The excitement of these visitors to watch our teachers in
action was profound.  What I saw was a natural and seamless execution.  Student learning at
such a high level that we all craved more as we transitioned from classroom to classroom.  After
these visits, the administrator said,  “Help us bring this to our school, how can we do this?”  I will
save you the details but you can imagine how the story plays out.  Now, I highlight these two
examples because it is without question I reflected on how I was proud of our teachers,
students, and this school district.  We are not merely trudging along surviving each day.  When
the opportunity is once again provided, I promise you we are prepared to snap back to
greatness.

As we begin in 2022, we are currently examining our efforts to provide an 8th Grade Information
Night for our upcoming class of 2026.  We know that over the course of the last few years
in-person experiences have been limited and our student leaders are once again providing
adaptations to traditional events to ensure our future students get to see how wonderful this
building is.  For returning students, the scheduling season for next year is upon us and your
child will be making decisions about course offerings in the coming months.  Please watch the
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counseling section of the website for information and we encourage you to be a part of your
child’s future educational decisions.

I am sure you have noticed many of the fundraisers that have been carried out here at school.
As always, clubs and organizations demonstrate dedication and community outreach as
students and advisors donate their time and energy to help people who are less fortunate.  In
the area of music, I’m sure many of you enjoyed hearing band, orchestra, and chorus students
in action during their holiday concerts.  The quality of the music at these events continues to be
a reflection of the skill and dedication of both the students and the teachers in the Lancaster
Music Program. The multitude of opportunities available to students is a huge testament to this
community and its undying support for education. The winter sports season is off to a very
successful start. I appreciate all of the support I have seen parents and community members
give to our student-athletes. Lancaster continues to field some of the most accomplished and
successful sports teams in the area, demonstrated by student-athletes receiving scholarship
offers from prestigious universities.

As we close out 2021, I am personally thankful for my own and my family's health and I
encourage you to reach out if you encounter something you believe we can assist with.
Professionally, for now, I find resolve knowing that we are doing what we can to stay open.
Whether it be having countless conversations with the Department of Health or handing out test
kits to families so they have peace of mind before they return from the holiday, I find comfort
knowing we are trying.  On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish all of our families a wonderful
New Year.
Sincerely,

Michael Candella

Erie County Department of Health:
The Erie County Department Of Health requires indoor masking for all individuals age 2 years
and older, including students, teachers, staff, bus drivers, bus aides, vendors, and visitors,
regardless of vaccination status. Appropriate masks must be worn at all times in all classroom
and non-classroom settings, including but not limited to hallways, school offices, restrooms,
gyms, locker rooms, auditoriums, etc. Students may remove their mask during meals as long as
they sit 6 feet apart to the extent possible, but no less than 3 feet.

Masks must be worn correctly throughout the school day. This means the nose & mouth must
be covered. Acceptable masks must be two layers of materials and may be cloth-based or
surgical masks that cover both the mouth and nose. Bandanas, gators, and clear face shields
are not considered acceptable face coverings.
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Additionally, students, as stated in our code of conduct, cannot wear hats or hoods while in the
building due to safety & security concerns. Please visit www.erie.gov/health for more
information.

Notes from the Foreign Language Department:
Congratulations to Lancaster High School, our wonderful students, their families, and the
community. We have another fantastic reason to celebrate Lancaster High School’s reputation
for excellence in education. Lancaster High School received impressive-looking digital badges
from the New York State Department of Education and the Office of Bilingual Education and
World Languages in the fall of 2021. Each badge represents a year that LHS offered the Seal of
Biliteracy to our distinguished seniors. In addition to being awarded these 5 badges, Lancaster
High School has reached one of NYS’ milestones and is being recognized as a “GOLD Veteran”
school for offering the Seal of Biliteracy for 5 or more years. Lancaster’s Seal of Biliteracy
program was first organized in 2016, the same year that NYSED established the Seal of
Biliteracy and the parameters for attaining such a prestigious award. Lancaster’s Seal of
Biliteracy program was first organized in 2016, the same year that NYSED established the Seal
of Biliteracy and the parameters for attaining such a prestigious award. Lancaster’s Seal of
Biliteracy Committee is very proud that our school represented one of only 5 school districts to
implement this program within its first year. To this day, Lancaster serves as a model for other
districts who wish to establish their own Seal of Biliteracy program. We are truly grateful to our
seniors who continue their hard work and achievements in world languages. In fact, 2021-2022
is now Lancaster’s 6th year of offering the Seal of Biliteracy to its seniors and the program is
thriving. We are so thrilled to know that each year the program continues to grow and showcase
our community’s rich, vibrant cultural heritage, pride, and love for languages. Submitted by Holly
O'Connor World Language Dept Chair/NYSSB Coordinator at LHS.

Notes from the Health Office:
SIGN-UPS FOR SPRING SPORTS. Spring sports are currently scheduled to start March 14,
2022. Please check the Athletic Department’s web page frequently for information regarding the
Spring athletic season, including online sign-ups. All athletes must have a current physical
(within one year of the season). Please have this information in the Health Office by Tuesday,
March 1st. Send physicals by mail, student drop off in the Health Office, Fax to (716)686-3268
or Email pscarpello@lancasterschools.org or eceppaglia@lancasterschools.org. If we do not
have the paperwork in the Health Office by March 1st, there may be a delay for the athlete to
start the season. Physicals for spring sports will be done by the school physician on Thursday,
March 10th. If you want your student to get their physical done by the school physician, you
must call or email the Health Office by Friday, February 25th. If there are any questions, please
call the Health Office at 686-3266 or 686-3343.

SENIORS AND THEIR PARENTS: Senior immunization records are currently on the parent
portal. They will be available to you from now until July 1st. You are welcome to print as many
copies as you need for college admission requirements, employers, etc. Please keep a copy for
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yourself for future needs. After July 1st, your child’s name is removed from the portal and it will
be more difficult to obtain these records, which may cause delays.

SICK STUDENTS: Please do NOT send your child to school if they are not feeling well. If they
come to the Health Office with at least one symptom of Covid-19, we will have to follow Covid
protocol. As of October 2021, per the New York State Department of Health, for your child to
return to school they will need either: a doctor note clearing them, or a negative PCR test, or to
complete the 10 day Quarantine.

Notes from the Family and Consumer Science Department:
Student Recognition: The FACS department is honored to share Student of the Month award
recipients for the year thus far. They are: September:  Emily B., October: Jasmine D.,
November: Emma N., December: Lola T.. Congratulations to all of these very hard working
students.

Thinking Ahead for the 2022-2023 School Year?  Why Not Try a Course In Family and
Consumer Science! Family and Consumer Science courses prepare individuals for personal
and family life as they merge the challenges of living and working in a diverse, global society.
Abundant opportunities are provided for students to develop the knowledge, skill, attitude, and
behaviors for: Promoting optimal nutrition and wellness, developing culinary skills, expressing
creativity, and practicing food preparation, exploring diverse cultures and their cuisine. Family
and consumer science courses include Food & Nutrition, Fitness & Food, Food & Culture,
Advanced Foods, Event Planning, and Career & Financial Management and CEIP Internship.

Little Known Facts about Family and consumer science: Did you know that you can earn college
credit for several of our FACS course offerings?  Did you know you have the ability to earn a
Regents or Advanced Regents diploma using a FACS sequence? Did you know that you can
earn a CDOS Designation and a Career and Technical Education Endorsement by taking FACS
classes? Check out the course description guide or speak with your guidance counselor for
more information.

Attention All Freshmen: Consider Joining the Academy of Hospitality and Tourism.
Lancaster High School offers an academy devoted to the powerful and booming industry of
hospitality and tourism. This three-year curriculum enhances a student’s core subjects with a
concentration in hospitality to include hotel administration, restaurant management, culinary
arts, event planning and tourism.

Major benefits of the Lancaster High School Academy of Hospitality and Tourism: Dual
enrollment opportunity which enables AOHT students earn college credits during their Junior
and Senior years. Industry experience/Disney trip to participate in their Youth Education Series
program (as permitted). Leadership and event planning opportunities within LHS and the
Lancaster community. Familiarization tours to help students explore career choices in the
hospitality and tourism industry. The academy application process begins in January 2020.

jan/feb 2022 jb



ADA Jan/Feb 2022 Newsletter

Please contact Miss Wilson in room 217 at LHS, email kwilson@lancasterschools.org or plan on
attending the Academy Information Night for more details.

Notes from the Math Honor Society:
2021 Math Honor Society Induction ceremony. Our 20th annual Math Honor Society Induction
Ceremony was held on November 16, 2021. Math Honor Society inducted 32 new members,
bringing our total membership to 88 members for the 2021-2022 school year. Congratulations to
all newly inducted members. Math Honor Society teacher’s Desk Service project. Math Honor
Society is working with The Teacher’s Desk to help package supplies for the Pancho Billa
Backpack Program. These backpacks are filled with school supplies and distributed to students
every year. Math Honor Society is working on packaging pencils for these backpacks, 2 days
every month. To date, we have packaged 8,000 pencils. This project will continue to run through
the month of April, with the hope of having completed around 15,000 packages for the year.

Math Honor Society Toy Drive Project. Every year in December Math Honor Society holds its
Toy Drive Project. Members are asked to bring in a toy to be distributed to families in Lancaster
during the holidays. Toys are delivered to the Lancaster Youth Bureau and they handle the
distribution to the families.

Upcoming Service Projects and Events for Math Honor Society: Teacher’s Desk Project will
continue through April 2022

March - Care Package Service Project

May - 2021-22 NYSMHS Scholarship Applications available, 2022-23 Math Honor Society
Applications available

June - Senior Recognition Ceremony

Notes from the Counseling Center:
Counselors will start scheduling for the 2022-2023 School in January with individual
appointments with Juniors in January. Freshmen and Sophomores will meet with their counselor
starting after February break.

Harkness & Potter Registration: If your child is a 10th grader and is interested in a program at
the Harkness or Potter Career & Technical Centers for junior year, please have them contact
their school counselor. If your child is a current 9th grader, they can enroll in Career Exploration
for sophomore year, please have them contact their school counselor for more information.

Cap & Gown Orders: Attention Seniors- This is a friendly reminder that cap and gown orders for
graduation need to be submitted by January 28th. To order your cap and gown please visit
highschool.herffjones.com. If you have any questions regarding the ordering process please
contact our Rep, Patty Notaro at (716) 573-1936.
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8th grade Information night:
The 2022 8th grade Information Night will be held in a hybrid manner to abide by COVID-19
regulations. In person portion: Each 8th Grader and their parents will be able to sign up for a
student guided tour of Lancaster High School. Tours will be 30 minutes long. No babysitting will
be provided.

Class of 2026- Online portion: Each department from the high school will create a video and
information sheet displaying the department’s information. The videos and sheets will be posted
to the Class of 2026 Google classroom. A short video will be played for the students in their
middle school classrooms on January 10, 2022, but if parents/guardians would like more
information, please ask your child for access to their 2026 Google Classroom.

Academies at Lancaster High School:
Want more information? VIRTUAL ACADEMY INFORMATION NIGHT for parents & students
January 27th Can be accessed through your child's Class of 2025 Google Classroom. Calling all
Freshmen- LHS is pleased to provide a large variety of opportunities for its students.No
opportunity is as great as membership within one of our seven career academies.
What is a Career Academy?Career academies are designed to prepare students for both
college and careers by providing them with the skills and experience necessary to attain entry
level jobs. They are "schools within schools" in which students take both career-themed and
academic classes together. Each academy is centered on a unique career-based theme and
offers wonderful opportunities for your son or daughter. 1) Academy of Finance: NAF is a
national network of over 120,000 students and solves some of the biggest challenges facing
education by bringing education, business, and community leaders together to elevate student
success. The LHSSAOF has earned NAF’s highest level of recognition each year since 2011 as
a distinguished academy.  2) Academy of Hospitality and Tourism: AOHT concentrates on
equipping students for the hospitality industry. Agreements with Trocaire College and the
Russell Salvatore School of Hospitality afford students the experience of working with nearby
industry professionals. 3) Academy of the Visual and Performing Arts. The mission of the
Lancaster Academy of the Visual and Performing Arts is to provide our students with a solid
foundation in the arts through a sequence of academic courses, career exploration opportunities
and inspiring interactions with fellow students, faculty and professional artists. 4) Health Care
Academy. The Health Care Academy is for students interested in exploring health-related
careers. Students visit health care facilities, host various health professionals, and discuss
current trends. It is the perfect opportunity to get a head start in the competitive and rewarding
healthcare field. 5) Lancaster Leadership Academy. The Lancaster leadership academy
provides students with coursework and other educational experiences to enhance their
leadership skills. These experiences enable them to become highly successful in college, in
their chosen career and in future community involvement. 6) Manufacturing and Construction
Skilled Trades Academy. The Lancaster Manufacturing and Construction Skilled Trades
Academy is designed to offer practical experiences with a focus on acquiring both the soft skills
as well as technical skills for entry-level employment in the manufacturing and construction
fields. 7) Project Lead the Way. Project Lead the Way is a national initiative to prepare high
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school students for a future in teh exciting and ever-changing world of technology anf
Engineering Technologies. When you take a PLTW class you work with hundreds of LHS
classmates, plus thousands of others from all 50 states.

Academy Application Process 2022 January 24-27 - Freshman Foundations shows Academy
videos, January 27- Academy Information Night for parents and students. Can be accessed
through the Class of 2025 Google Classroom. January 27 - Applications Open February 11 -
Applications due 3:00pm, students should have already asked teachers for recommendations (2
teachers), March 4 - 3:00pm Acceptance letters to be sent home via email or mail. For more
info: check out our website lancasterschools.org, click on the high school, then click on A+
Academies (on the black band).
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